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NOTICE

NOTE: The following information was prepared by the Department of 
Educationõs Office of Legislation/Hearings to assist parents to the special 
education impartial due process hearings and is meant to supplement and not in 
anyway replace, modify or advise participants about federal and state law or 
regulations. Furthermore, although the information has been carefully reviewed 
to ensure the accuracy of the information contained herein, the Department is 
unable to promise total accuracy of the information and recommends that all 
participants carefully review and familiarize themselves with relevant federal 
and state law and regulations prior to participating in a hearing. The Department 
of Education reserves the right to modify this information, amend or terminate 
any description of procedures described in this guide at any time. See 
www.education.nh.gov for federal and state laws and regulations. 

http://www.education.nh.gov/


ESSENTIALS

I. BEGINNING THE HEARING PROCESS 

Å 1. NH Department of Education, Office of Legislation and Hearings 
contact info: 

101 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH 03301 
(603)271 -2299 Telephone 
(603)271 -4034 Fax 

Å 2. The Office of Legislation and Hearings does not give legal advice nor 
act as a representative or advocate for you at the hearing. 

Å 3. The office cannot appoint a lawyer or advocate to represent you or 
the student at a hearing.   
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Å 4. The office can only assist you with òtechnical assistanceó regarding 
general information about the hearing process.   

Å 5. You may not talk directly to the Hearing Officer assigned to your 
case unless the other party or the other partyõs representative is 
also present. 

ÅThis is called ex parte communication* and is prohibited. 

ÅYou may not have ex parte communication* with the Hearing 
Officer in any form ... on the telephone or in person or in writing. 

Å 6. Whenever you send a letter or other written communication 
to the Hearing Officer, you must also copy the other party at 
the same time. 



Å 7. The Office of Legislation and Hearings has a very useful website:   

http://www.education.nh.gov/legislation/hearings.htm

The website has links to 

ÅForms
ÅHearing Rules 
ÅHearing Officer Decisions
ÅSpecial education statutes and regulations, 
Å Usersõ Guide to Administrative Processthat explains 

mediations and hearings.   
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